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Pſal. 43. 3. O end down thy Liekt and thy Truth. 


T hath cv-cr bcen one of the (weetning Ingredients of a fad 
lot cv-r tothe Churc't, or to the Lord's Friends, to have 
treedom from Derkncis,and to be admitted to walk 1n his 
Lights Aad where that hath been wanting, it's ground 
of cornplaint for it felt, tho there were nv affliction be- 
tile on the body or ſpirits of is People : For whether 

conhidercd in it felt, or in the caulc cr <wiletts of it, there are tew ſtrokes 

compa! ible to ihts, when ONC tavs, 1 fit in darkneſs, and have no light 3 or 
this, {fe :s like to take bis Truth from me Theretore is it that his People 
plead, Tas, 222 toy Truto utterly Fom me, 1 Oclieve none could rot what 

113 Fcople could do next. 29 therefore When this troke boit-lis his Peo- 

plc, we reckon it their greatcit athcGion, Hence feremy . 7 5m 1he Man 

that bati {in Aflifizon, Aug here it 15 that hi; People, when unier this, 
pleads for a removal of it, us it's herez Ari ſend down thy Trght, and thy 

Truth. | 

From this Verſe you may conceive whac was the Flalin:ti.'s cate. nd 
that at this time hc had no acccſs to th. Hl! of Gud. ni wild have 


fain been there 3 and cleanly there he is 1n this 4. thculie. fs 4 inay 
-ather from the firli Verſe, to wit, tic Mcn he hid to 0 wy, white 
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ful and unjuſt men, and given to no {mall oppreſſion. The remembrance 
of whilk party makes him afraid of ſnares, and therefore deals he wich 
God, that he would waird off ſnares. I would tain have Ordinances, but 
if I get them not as honeſtly as I was put from them, it will even be the 
worſe but if I could win t-> Light and Truth from God, to be directed 
!t; his way, then would I fay, O when (hall I win again to the Sanctua- 
ry ! And it could not b: obj<&ted, Yeare here, but not with foul fingers, 
but cleanly. O then what a ſhout ſhould I yive of praiſe in the Temple! 

Now white he ſets him(cli to deal with God for fo defirable 2 mercy - 
ſo in the confideration of his lingle dependance on God tor Light, hc cx. 
poſtulates with his ſoul for its deſpondency. 

Now from theſe words, which arc a Praycr and Requeit, wherein we 
would have you contidering the thing prayed for, that is, Light and 
Truth; which ſuppoſ's ſome preſent choak ot Darkneſs and hazard jg 
feared. The thing prayed ad waited tor, 1s God's Light and Truth, no 
other being ſufficient to direct but that which is founded on God's truth 
in the Scriptures, whereby we lay alide the light within folk, ſpoken (6 
much of by ſome , it's but one Prayer, but one full coming out, from a 
heart touched with the ſen{c ot the want and delirablcnels of the thing he 
3s pl-ading for, ani (;i1 he. 4'y ſtroke buet darkneſt, and, Lord ( ſays he) 
Ligut mult be haſtnea, and Truth mat be haſtned, tor we know not how ſoon 
WL will be put toit. And amongſt all things we are under we pitch on 
Light and Truth, as the only thing deſirable, therefore ſend out both. 
And this is the third thing in the words Lord, would he fay, if we pet 
not Light and Truth, we will get a wrong Leader 3 and no other but 
thy Light. and thy Truth acknowledg we for a Guide. 

Firtt, From: what is pleaded here, Light and Truth, we told you by 
this Prayer Darkneſs was {uppoſed. Whence obſerve, 

That many tim<«s the People of God are 1n Darknels, fo that ſometimes 
they neither knuw what to ſay, nor what todo. Jer. 3. 2. Thou haſt Jed 
vz2 into Darkn. ſs. 411d not to Light. In ſpeaking to this 1 ſha! hint at this. 
\v k:2t arethe th.:.25 his People are left in Darkncſs anevt ' and what axe 
*'i; Reaſons of i” * And hitt, It's an ordinary caſe to his People to be left 
i J.rkoc 1 der to their intereit, ſo as they cannot give any believing 
count thoroot. This caſe is more ordinary than that which is ordina- 
rily aid to rnrart. What forer caſe than to have the whole Heavens dark- 
ued ab:,v+ yo .r head ? I ſhall ſpeak io this how this comes to paſs. 

(. ] thiuk tolks have never been at ſy mpich pains as to get clear lighr 


and 
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and truth anent the thing, they have not brought thetr heart under that 
uncontroverted way of debating what is ſufficient for them to reſt on. 

2. A ſecond thing that he]ps to darken Folks anent their Intereſt, they 
keep not ſo up with God after cicaring of their Intereſt as they did before 
they wan to it. Folks laid by the livelineſs of their excrciſe of ſpirit after 
they wan to ſome aſſurance of Intereſt, When ye walked with him, ye 
walked under the light of his countenance. 

3. Folks are not careful to pitch on their Evidences of Intereſt, and 
clear them to our ſelves. It's a lirange thing that we can lay. weight on 
any word in all the Bible for our Intereſt, and not have it as clear to us as 
the Sun. Thercfore it were good folks were conlidering their hazard cf 
living in darkneſs. 

A ſecond thing wherein the Lord's People are often found in darkneſs, 
is in order to the tinding him out in the day of his abſence, Thus the Bride 
in the Song, Sar ye bim whom my ſoul loveth 7 I have been ſecking him in 
this and that duty, and cannot hind him. O it there be any body that has 
$kill where he is or can be found, will ye caſe my heart,forely oppreſſed 
for the want of him, fo as to tell me where I may fhnd him. I think it 
were very deſirable tqyſee his People under ſuch a caſe as this is. If the 
ſhedding had bin more ſad, there had bin hope of a more joyful meeting. 
I think there has been a very dry-like ſhedding on our part 3 tho he has 
given many a Husband-like look over his ſhoulder, yet have they not had 
that ſirength to draw a Wife-like look to a withdrawing Husband. This 
is a piece of darkneſs they fcll under in order to the knowing where he is. 

3. Darkneſs falls ſometimes on his People in order to their preſent du- 
ty. And this is no ſmall picce of darkneſs, either when it falls on his 
Church, or on his People: in particular, it's a defirable thing when their 
way is hedgcd up that they ſhall not find their Lovers, but O ſad, when 
their way is hedged up with hewen ſtones that they cannot find their pre- 
ſent duty! fo as ye cannot find a man 1n all Iſrael that can ſay, This is our 
duty. But there is one or two things that makes this caſe hopeful. Firſt, 
when darkneſs is an affliction on tolks ſpirits 3 and, 2dly, when folks 
know not what do do, yet then they betake themſelves to God, to wait 
on him till he appoint their work to them. O that it may not be found 
with us as it was betwixt Sazl znd Samwxel, a little time more would have 
done it. And next. this is a token for good ucder darkneſs, that till God 


point out their duty to them, thcir eyes are towards God, We know nos 


what to do, but our eyes are $pwaras thee, O the Athciſm that our hearts 
- broach in dark times. " Is: by A 
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A third thing wherein his People are ſometimes found under darkneſs 
is, in order to the uptaking of ſome piece of Truth, that relates not only 
to thejr Intereſt but their Comfort. So the,Diſciples went to Fohn, We 
know not what he ſaith, Sometimes ſuch a queſtion as that ſhews the Fa- 
ther, How wilt thou manifeſt thy ſelf to us, and wot to the World ? 

4. Sometimes his People are undcr darkneſs, -in order to the making 
out of ſome particular Promiſes, that ſometimes they have been made to 
believe, ſoas they dare venture to ſay, Doth hs Promiſe fail for ever ? It 
had been astit for them to ſay, My heart, and my ſtrength! and my fleſh fails, 
but he is the portion of my h:art for ever. Ye remember what David (aid, 
Surely one day I ſhall periſh by the hand of Sal. There is one thing or two 


' that makes tolk to utter this language, or helps to brccd in the heart ſuch 


things as this flows from. 1. When the Lord removes all out of their 
ſight, by which they conclude he would tulhl his Promiſes, and when theſe 
means and ways miſpives them,then their hope gets a ſet. 2. When the 
Lord is all along in the way of his Diſpenſations ftrengthning things, 
whereby his Intcereft is weakned 3 ſometimes lirengthens the hands of the 
enemies, ſo as nothing they contrive but they get it brought to paſs, and 
weakens his Fricnds (o. as ſometimes when the Lagd's Friends were ma- 
ny, then were his Pcople's ſpirits raiſed with lively expectation , but 
when theſe are taken away. their ſpirits begin to fink. 

5. There are ſometimes Diſpenſations his People arc left in the dark 
anent, albeit they be in themſclves vcry fignitying, and which he wills his 
People to read what is ſhgnihed by them, yct his people often will be in 
ſuch a caſe as they can neither rcade what is ir-them, nor what to make 
of them, as the waſhing of the Difciples feet, &c. 

Laſily; 1 apprehend it Scotland's caſe this day be ſeriouſly conſidered, 
and compared with its caſe in the day of its bowing it ({c]t to God, it will 
be found that there is an unknown Cloud fetten down on the Prophets 
of Scotland. | think they are happy who have not gotten a touch of that 
darkneſs that has ovaſpread our Land. That Scotland is yet under the 
Cloud, I will point at two or three things that ordinarily attendsa dark 
time. Firſt, If it be light with us, how comes it that we ſee the mott 
part poſſeſſed with ſo much difhdence as to the truthof the way they walk 
in, in the day of the light of Scotland, Our Prophets had contidencc, 
our people had confidence 1n the way they were in, that it was the way 
of Truth. Iam not ſaying there is none, yet but few in reſpe&t of the 


nerality, they arc eroÞine, tinding abou®Wih their hands to grip we 


© dmarks. 
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A ſecond ſymptom of Darkneſs is this: Ye know it's ordinary when 


folks walk in the night,they are afraid, fo that there's not the courage, 
boldneſs, fulneſs and freedom of {ſpirit that his People were of when 
they had light. Many put their hands to things they are afraid of. How 
comes this to paſs? it was not ſo when the Suh of Scotland was not 1un 


under the Cloud. How comes it that duty is to many as that whercof 


they are afraid, and wquld hide from a)l, that none ſhould know what 
tfey were about, it's lamentable 3 that in theſe things, we ſay, are du- 
ties approven of God, has teſtimonies in their boſoms, yet when the 
' Lord will open vs up in theſe, we look Iike folks that were taken at an 
111 turn in the night. 

4. Ye know in the night folk know not wherc to fet down their 
feet; ſtumbling-blocks are not ſecn and diſcerned : as in the night you 
will not ſce a fone in your gatc, here one falling, and there another fal- 
ling, and one falling over another. Theſe things may convince us that 
Darkneſs has over-taken us. We have faln as thoſe who have been walk- 
ing in ſlippery places — ever ſince Darkneſs has becn our caſe : is there 
any duty that remains for ſuch? And here I ſhall point at two or three 


things : Firſt, that we would believe the thing, and look on it as one of 
the ſaddeſt things that has befaln us, and fad Ingredients in the Cup of 


our Aﬀfiction. There are ſome things by which we may be helped to 
confider the ſadneſs of the thing 3 ove is this, We need never go further 
off to prove that the Sun of Righteouſneſs is not ſhining in its brightneſs 
amongſt us. Where he is ſhining in the horizon of his People, there is no 
darkneſs. But this Truth isholden true to Scotland, Wo be to you when 
he departs from you 2. Conſider that when he contends by this ſtroke 
with his People, he in a manner ranks them with Enemies, and counts 
them not as Friends. For this is one of the ſtrokes he brings on them, 
Fer.23.12. to make them walk in ſlippery places, as in the night, and to ſtumble 
and fall, exc. And it's ſad when he is provoked to lirike with the ſame 
firokes he uſes to (trike the eminentefi of his Enemies with. 3. This 
may ſhew how ſad this ſtroke of darkneſs is, it caſts all his People looſe 
every one toſeek a ſeveral way, as the night does people. This is a fad 
Conſidcration, when we remember how much we are divided, and ſub- 
divided. How is this come to-paſs ? our night is come on, and it's a 
conſequent of our darkneſs, that makes it a fad and deplorable condition, 
that every one is groping to meet the road through darkneſs, and never 


any two keeping the gate almeſt together. 4. The cvil of this cafe may 
be 
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be pointed out by this, that it brings them to be ſomewhat in a nearer 
capacity to that which they were betore they were in Covenant with Gud. 
Sometimes were you darkneſi, but now are ye light in the Lord, But O how 
{:d then it may be ſaid, Sometimes were ye light, but now are ye dark- 
neſs, and fo, as we are become the reproach of all Nations! 5. Conſi. 
der how like it makes a Church or Perfon to thoſe that are thruſt into 
Hcll it (elf, where is utter darkneſs. Folks brought under a dark caſe, are 
like ſuch who are finding as it were a piece of Hell creeping on upon their 
ſouls 3 it's (ſuch a Plague as when once it enters into the heart,and ſeizeth 
on it, it gives being to all the evils that lodge in the heart. 

2dly. I would fay this to ſuch who are under this caſe, While there is 
any light remaining, endeavour to hold hand to firengthen the things 
chat rcmain, that are ready to dic 3 leſt ye become like the Woman to the 
King of Iſra:1, My Spark ſhall be put out. Are there Convictions coming 


alongſt and viſiting your ſouls? is any thing ſpoken to you from the Waxd 


or Diſpenſations ? entertain it, le!t your Spark in Iſrael be quenched. O 
{ave one eye, Man, it thou dow ! O fave one eye, Woman, it thou dow ! 
2, Conſider wherefra this had its riſe. Fle tell you it has had irs, riſe 
in ſome, from Javiſh fear to gain ſomething has darkned the eye of ſome; 
and to keep, has darkned the eye of others. Look that the hope of get- 
ting ſomething of this World, or the fear of loſing, has put out your eyes 
or not ; many has been blinded with leſs things : but ſome folks has ſhut 
their cye-lids that they will not look up at all, but are walking blindfold- 
ed. Next, The Lord would be eyed ſingly, as that which is the fountain 
of Light, from whom it mult beam in upon us, Tſa.50. latt. Look toit 
that thoſe who make a Fire of their own building , and compaſs them- 
ſelves about with ſparks, they ſhall lie down in forrow, mickle ſorrow 
find. Wo be it! for we and others too are often choak'd with it. This 
is the fruit of the imagination ot our own heart. O happy they who with 
the Pſalmilt have their eyes towards the Lord ' Thus I would ſay to ſuch 
who fit in darkneſs, and have ro light, let thcrr, truſt in the Lord, and 
ſiay themſclvcs on God. Shall they that fit in darxnels, trutt in the Lord 
when they have no light ? Folk would not loſe i1icir patience, and ttartle 
to the gate ere they get light from God, but ought co t1ult, T dare fay, if 
God were tiulted in, and {ingly cyed tor direRion, it thuuld never be our 
Plap,ues 

The next thing is, That as folks would wait on God, and truſt in him 
undcr darkneſs, ſo they would rcfolve to imploy God for the gitt of light 


and 


\ 
. 
* — om —— _ . 


(7.9 
and Truth: For here he enters to his Prayers > {/ jen tt 1h } nh ard 
thy Truth, And this leads on to the third ti.itp ir the Weald | Plat it”) 
amongſt the deſirable mercies of a Church vr perf: 41, in tf ditk- 
ncſs, to be trylted with Light and Trutn. Ther: x10 WO os thy . things 
hold out to you the dulirableneſs of this Merc :. 

Fi one «t tne {pectal tiyngs Ciiriti has in Commaiiiion. to opin 
the eyes oi the blind, to give ipht © 4) them that ht in darkneſs. It's 
one of thz greate!i proots ht che Goſpe! 1s preached, when Light bc- 
gins to ſpread aiid break up, ard Truth is vindicated, Then C ritt 15 
working, our Lord is tnen working amidli the Gulden Cand'z!ticks,and 
15 not only there but he 1s about his Ofhce, he 15 / vi wing 

The tecond thing, ſpeaking the deluablencis of this M. rcy, 15, The 
high valuc God s People have put on it. Hence !? is that David in the 
tourth Pſalm prefers the lifting up of God's Countcrance to all the trui- 
tions of the Wozld. What's your petition to day ? would you have his 
Coun tenancc l:tred up upon you? Were Ballances created that could hold 
all that were in Heaven and Earth, Sca, and all that 1s in them, yet 


could it be nothing in compariſon of them; nor would all that could: 


be put in this Ballance be but like a little pike of Dui that a man woi;kt 
blow off of a Ballancc. 

. This Light, and freedom 6 Darkneſs, is one of the inolt reſto- 
ring  Bleiſings that a Church or Soul is capablc of, as in the laſt of Mala: by, 
But unto you that fear the Lord, the Sun of Righteonſneſs ſhall ariſe witl, 
healing nnder bis wings. What will chat do ? There needs no more to 
thaw the dozened frozen hearts of his People, I fhall melt you, would 


hc ay. O for the fight ct the appearing ot that day-ttar tiomon high! 


© vur ſouls faint tor that healing ſip hr. 

. His Friends put it up as the chict Complain, and foremoſt : Thc: 

how deſirable a mercy would that be, the removal whereof brings oi: the 
faddeſi things, and {idde!i complat.1t« ot his People. Two or three th:nps 
trom this. Fir} look that tolks Prey tor NO [2 yht but that which is 5 


9, 


and founded on his Truth ; it's Thy Linkts 3 Send forth thy Light, All 
Lights befides this arc Darkneſs. 

2dly, There is no other thing we would have you ſeeking, ti*: it tolks 
would not be fatished to have Light and Truth ſear torth tor themſelves, 
but ſo large as may reach the whole Church , that is to ſay, Minitters 
might be tilled with it, and peoplc might be hll-d with it, and fnarcs rc- 
moyed 3 and it not removed, yet eyes to {cc the faine, © to fee the 
| Piectis 


a 


dS —w——_ ww wo 


' 
; 


. 
. 
: 


— —_———_ — 
F 


S) 

Prieſts of the Lord cluath + with this Light and Truth, and to fee the 
Saints ſhouting whil!t they {£17 4 ut ? 

3dly, Seck that Liztc ard ruth that may bring healing with it. 
What will you do witi: Light ir .- -t not Healing ? It we get nor heal- 
ing. we ſhall all wn iight and tri.) therefore carry this Promile in to 
your I'riycrs, That Light and +oaling fy rot be ſeparated, but may be 
jointly given to the Church W. arc under marry diliempers and mult be 
healed. and it Will þz 4 meikle inattir chat vviil cal our dicaches, and 
make us a ltanGine, nouſe 25210, 

Again, T woule have you. as fo <v 108 Light and Truth, foalfo that 


the Fower may allo coi. ont thercith, fo as all the divided Bairns of 


this por Kirk might be comcrited and captivated with his Light and his 
Truth, fo as none might mittaic the Light, and call it darkneſs, bur that 
many might be made Childrer, © the Light, who were betore Chi:dren 
naturally it: darkneſs. O but thi- would b. dchirable, this would make 
us that prumile that the Children would be crying out, Stretch uut my 
Tents 21d my Cords : whereforc 1.5 ww cannot get room encughs. 
Ang tic Church ſhall cry, Who has b-guiton mc thefe ? O but theſe would 
be hcartic m days! O tur ſuck 2 birth of Conv.:ts' that would make up 
Widows and Fatherlcſs, and lois of Kin, Friends and Alliance, 


Theres is an the none ay ww ht habe will Light, or 1t will d.) ts little god, ard 
that is L6c 1 ICH 47" 0:45: to ACE L1..h. WINE as that reflect! ig ON heatts, ir were 
warminz their lu. c .nd ates. ft rules and God himfſclt, with the Zrcihren : 1t this 


Come nyt out with wght,our Urn Lt fry r-aſons. Why the Lord”, People 
thor.'s count this a detitatle ine cy i have ) tohe fill; becauſe walbing inthe Light, 
and in the Truth. i the walk that bf vanity and treld um from offences and Itumbling, 
Light and Truth removes theſe, 7/. 79: ire they who love his Law, nitl ang ſhall offend 
them, Now that Law is thar «hi. }i co Light, 2. 1r's Light that amiacs toil walk with 
confidence and b. dncf.. It's her. it Leber Cad, ile 34717 fone Man ; why; [ never 
100k .t caule by the han bunt Chit Ho v 1Ked i: che ! + ht, and therefore he was bold 
aSalion. 3, Itfilt 1.cs iree trews ty 45h - of mats #44 ram barm yours, if ye be 
Plewers of th.it which zs goos 2 tet at, it Capacitates you 15 endure perſecution well, 
and capacitor y wuto ho!l the tore wt Pires, 2, Tr » that which makes anice cale alſo 
Fav». as he is capalRie of in tits iv ttm, Since i ight and Trura >. {v defirable, ! 
YECUING nd It ro YOU AS a P! £4-:27.CL 2 anc i! 1NUGS conſcience of Prayer to the Lord, 
T tor be would !erd torth LiS tight 2h ORs, 2nd that for this reaſon : Ye hear of ane 
{r:1111!2.nce fo Manifters fo pt 3G. i Oe TY Alk are lixe t@ com. NEAarer tryals for 
Mis, Why do come to his Tem) c cyan , vet teu Faithtulneſs will try them : 


ther. cog it's Vou cConcernment t2 bravy/ uf, 2d £7 thy Leght and thy Truth, For i\ 


they bono faithtal. it will be ot vhs 1nd! y» that Scorianahbath inet wich theſ: 
f vCOly veal vn 
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